WHAT'S NEW IN THE
Southwest Area

SERVING COOS, CURRY, & DOUGLAS COUNTIES

Our Heartfelt Thanks! SMART Hosts First Community
Book Drive in Coos Bay

SMART is possible because of our incredible
volunteers, donors, educators, and partners. Thank
you for sharing our commitment to creating brighter
futures for kids through reading!

Corporate and Foundation Sponsors

Big thanks to these funders for helping us provide vital

reading practice time and books to kids:
Advanced Health, AllCare COO, Inc., Ben Serafin
Family Fund of OCF, Brookings Emblem Club, Coos
Bay-North Bend Rotary, Coos Head Food Co-op, Cow
Creek Umpqua Indian Foundation, Douglas Electric
Cooperative, James and Shirley Rippey Family
Foundation, Kiwanis Club of Coos Bay, Lilja Family
Fund of OCF, The Ford Family Foundation, The Little
Mint Company, Umpqua Bank, Umpqua Health This successful effort was an exciting first step in setting
Management LLC, Whipple Family Fund of OCF up a Book Bank locally to source used books and get

them into the hands of kids who can use them most!

This spring, we hosted our first-ever community book
drive at the Pony Village Mall, collecting boxes of gently
used books and art supplies. The donated books were
then sorted, cleaned, and refurbished by an amazing
group of volunteers in late May and will soon be
distributed to local preschool students.

Pictured: Volunteers hold up donated books they cleaned and restored.

SMART Returns to
Fir Grove Elementary

After an 18 year hiatus, SMART returned to Fir Grove
Elementary! Under the leadership of longtime Site
Coordinator Gloria Roberts, who volunteered at Fir
Grove in 1999, we were able to serve 46 Kindergarten
and first-grade students with weekly one-on-one
reading sessions. We are thrilled to be back and can’t
wait for next year!

Volunteers Needed This Fall

We have openings for
volunteer Readers and
Site Coordinators at
many of our sites this
fall. The commitment
starts at one hour a
week, and we promise it
will be a fun, rewarding
experience!

_-

Learn more at :
www.SMARTReading.org/volunteer.

Pictured: A volunteer and student read together at Glide Elementary. Teachers Know Best

2024-25 Local Impact

“This program has been instrumental
IIEEJ in fostering struggling students’
00 ‘_‘/ emergent reading skills. Thank you!”
25 1,070 11,572 - Teacher, Driftwood Elementary
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