WHAT'S NEW IN THE
Northwest Area

SERVING LINCOLN, MARION, POLK, & YAMHILL COUNTIES

The Power of the Perfect Book

-

SMART is possible because of our incredible
volunteers, donors, educators, and partners. Thank
you for sharing our commitment to creating brighter
futures for kids through reading!

Corporate and Foundation Sponsors
Big thanks to these funders for helping us provide vital
reading practice time and books to kids:
Austin Family Foundation
Dallas Community Foundation
First Federal Bank
Hampton Lumber
James and Shirley Rippey Family Foundation
Lucky Corner Foundation
Maps Community Foundation
Maps Credit Union
Newberg Early Birds Rotary Foundation
OnPoint Community Credit Union
Salem Health Hospitals and Clinics
Spirit Mountain Community Fund
The Salem Foundation
The Stimson Miller Foundation
Yamhill Community Care Organization

Volunteers Needed This Fall

We have openings for volunteer Readers and Site
Coordinators at many of our sites this fall. The
commitment starts at one hour a week, and we
promise it will be a fun, rewarding experience! Learn
more at www.SMARTReading.org/volunteer.

2024-25 Local Impact

85

00
19 1,243 11,151
Sites Students Served Books Given

-

“One of my Readers shared that his
second grade student told him how
different she is from other students
and asked him if he thought she
was different. He replied, 'You are
different and that’s what makes you
so special!. She responded with a
shy but vibrant smile.

When he shared this with me, | shivered because just
that morning, | read a book in the SMART collection
about a girl who was affirming that she was special

and recognizing all the wonderful things about herself.
| told the Reader about the book and he got to read it
with his student that same day. She loved it! Sometimes
the perfect book is there just when you need it”

-Dawna Maiden, Site Coordinator,
Lyle Elementary, Dallas

Pictured: Dawna Maiden holds SMART Book Award nominee, Brave Every Day.

Free Book Fairs Come to Marion,
Yamhill Counties

This spring, SMART hosted
the first free, school-

wide book fairs in the
Northwest Area! Held at
Grant Community School,
Edwards Elementary, and
Joan Austin Elementary
during school Literacy
Nights, families took home hundreds of new and lovingly
restored books.

The books were collected during community drives in
partnership with First Federal in Newberg and Maps Credit
Union in Salem and restored by volunteers. Additional
books were provided by our Book Bank in Portland.

The book fairs were full of enthusiasm, laughter, and
meaningful engagement around books. We can't wait to
host more!

Pictured: Students select free books to keep during the book fair at Joan
Austin Elementary in Newberg.
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