
As of this spring, SMART Reading achieved a major 
milestone:  5 million books gifted to Oregon children—
translating to 13,700 years of nightly bedtime stories 
or a stack nine times the height of Mt. Hood! These 
books have sparked a love of reading in hundreds 
of thousands of kids and continue to be shared 
among siblings, friends, and neighbors to nurture 
an ecosystem of literacy across our state.

Alongside this achievement, the 2025–26 school 
year was strong, with over 4,800 volunteers providing 
reading support and books to 23,227 students!

At the same time, like many nonprofits nationwide, 
SMART faced significant financial headwinds and had 
to make difficult decisions to secure our long-term sustainability. 
This included restructuring our dedicated staff team, refocusing 
services on the highest need schools, and shifting from bi-monthly 
to monthly book giveaways for the 2026–27 school year.

Amidst these challenges, SMART looks to the future with optimism 
as we celebrate our 35th anniversary in 2026–27! The need for literacy 
support, book access, and community connection remains great, 
and we are deeply grateful for the partnership and commitment of 
thousands of Oregonians. Onward!

2025-26 Year-End Report

5,000,000
Books and Counting 

NORTHEAST AREA

The volunteers 
have always been 

a great group 
to work with. 

Students love 
seeing them and 

getting one-on- 
one attention 

during reading 
time with SMART!

- Principal,
Chenowith Elementary

 Northeast Area

Sites Students Served Volunteers Volunteer Hours Books Given

Area 19 780 145 2,683 9,242
Statewide 242 23,227 4,829 79,380 180,773
Since 1992 464,065* 162,414 4,809,796 5,107,667*

*Students served and books given reflect the cumulative historical impact of SMART Reading and the Children’s Book Bank. 

Serving Baker, Gilliam, Hood River, Morrow, Umatilla, Wallowa, and Wasco Counties
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We appreciate 
volunteers for 

visiting our 
classroom and 
reading to our 
students. They 

are making 
an impact on 

the lives of our 
students!

- Teacher,
Umatilla Morrow Head Start

Northeast Area
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At the end of each year, SMART Reading surveys 
educators and families to gain insights about 
SMART’s impact on students. The feedback is 
overwhelmingly positive, revealing significant 
benefits for participating children. 

Program Outcomes 

*This data reflects feedback on our One-to-One SMART model.

89%87%
of students  
improved in reading 
comprehension.*

of students  
improved confidence
in reading skills.*

89%91%
of students  
improved in vocabulary 
development.* 

of students  
increased their 
enjoyment of reading.*

93%92%
of parents and 
caregivers feel their 
child benefited from 
participating in SMART. 

of teachers feel that 
SMART positively 
impacts literacy 
development in their 
students.
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