
As our state grapples with a literacy crisis, SMART Reading 
is doing more than ever to help ensure kids develop this 
essential skill. With literacy instruction as the bricks, 
SMART comes alongside teachers and families to 
provide the mortar – solidifying a strong foundation by 
inspiring a love of reading, providing valuable practice 
time, and ensuring kids have access to books.

The 2024-25 school year was full of successes, both 
locally and across the state – and it was a true 
community effort. More than 3,400 Oregonians 
stepped up to read with kids, oversee SMART sites, and 
refurbish gently-used books. Together, we reached 22,163 students and 
gave away more than 190,000 books! We also rolled out new, more in-depth volunteer 
trainings and expanded our Book Bank model in the Northwest area by hosting book drives, book 
cleaning sessions, and our first free book fairs at three local schools. 

In the coming year, we’ll celebrate a big milestone – giving away our 5 millionth book! Research 
shows that even one book in the home doubles a child’s likelihood of being on track in reading, so 
just imagine what 5 million books are doing for kids in our state. 

Thank you for your continued support as we advance our vision of an Oregon where all children can 
realize their full potential through reading. 

2024-25 Year-End Report

On the Road to 5 Million  
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[My favorite moment of the year was] the excitement one girl felt 
as she found a book she could read on her own.

- Volunteer Reader, Northwest Area

Sites Students Served Volunteers Volunteer Hours Books Given

Area 19 1,243 203 6,782 11,364
Statewide 239 22,163 3,449 73,557 190,134
Since 1992 440,838* 157,808 4,730,416 4,926,894*

*Students served and books given reflect the cumulative historical impact of SMART Reading and the Children’s Book Bank. 

@SMARTReadingOR



85%
of students 
improved in reading 
comprehension.*
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At the end of each year, SMART Reading surveys educators and families to gain insights about 
SMART’s impact on students. The feedback is overwhelmingly positive, revealing significant benefits 
for participating children. 
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*This data reflects feedback on our One-to-One SMART model.

of students 
improved confidence 
in reading skills.*

of students improved 
in vocabulary 
development.* 

of students increased 
their enjoyment of 
reading.*

of parents and caregivers 
feel their child benefited 
from participating in 
SMART. 

of teachers feel SMART 
benefits their students 
and school community.
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My students benefited 
greatly from SMART. One 

student is a first  grader 
who couldn’t identify letters 

in his name. However, SMART 
made him more passionate 

about literacy. It helped him 
want to pursue reading as 

the books that were read and 
offered to him were closely 

related to his personal interests.
- SMART Reading Teacher 


